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WHAT IS MULTICULTURALISM ?
The word "Multiculturalism" literally means "many cultures".  But it would be a mistake to interpret the word "culture" too narrowly.  Although culture may refer to literature, art, music, dance, to folk traditions and so on, it should also include family relationships, social behaviour, beliefs, customs, life style, perceptions of the individual's place in the community, attitudes towards education, work, health, and responsibility toward society.

Multiculturalism includes and involves all of us, and should not be of interest to one specific group alone.  It is a state of being, a way of thinking about our neighbours, learning about their customs, and understanding their culture.  It is the core of our society and flows from the presence of individuals and groups with diverse back-grounds, interacting, communicating, and appreciating each other's contributions to the community and society at large.  

Canada has never been a homogeneous society and we are not so today.  When the first Europeans came to this land, we were already multicultural.  The Indigenous peoples who inhabited the continent had many cultures and languages.  Each subsequent immigrant has helped to increase our cultural and linguistic diversity. Today, we have over seventy different cultural groups living in this country and speaking as many, if not more, different languages. Through integration, we create Canadian values we collectively share as a nation, and build a common bond that makes us unique.

The concept of multiculturalism encompasses immigrants who have just arrived, those who have been here for generations and Indigenous peoples.  Every individual and all the ethno-cultural groups in our society contribute to our multicultural nature. Multiculturalism exists in this country and makes Canada what it is today.  Government policy on multiculturalism is an acknowledgement of a fact of life in the country as reflected in our population's ethnocultural backgrounds, racial and linguistic composition.

It is our obligation and responsibility to ensure that we benefit from our wealth of diversity. Opening our minds and learning to appreciate and respect each other's cultural heritage reduces racism, prejudice and discrimination.  Awareness of other cultures and races facilitates the sharing of experiences and enriches our lives. This will create a more welcoming, accepting and unified society where different ethnic, cultural, and racial groups are proud Canadians living together in harmony. The goal is to have a fair and just society in which there is equal access, equal opportunity and equal participation in every aspect of Canadian life by all citizens --regardless of race, ethnicity, or cultural background.
