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Frank Pullia, the child/youth advocate for the City of Thunder Bay, seen sitting second from left,
with the Reglonal Multicultural Youth Councll, which has been In operation for over 30 years.

Developing civic responsibility

City of Thunder Bay councillor
and child/youth advocate Frank
Pullia’s consistent collaboration
Wit the Reglonal Multicultural
Youth Council (RMYC) continues
to Inspire, inform and involve di-
‘verse youth.

'Members of ¢he youth council
act as ambassadors Who assess the
health and social needs within
thelr schools and communities and
thus inform city services.

Input from the youth who face
challenges such as poverty and dis-
crimination is also welcomed dur-
ing the implementation of commu-
‘nity-based youth hubs.

One key nelghbourhood-based
‘program Is held at Windsor, Where
a junior group meets after school
in their nefghbourhood.

One of our youth councll volun-
teers has played a key role in orga-
‘nizing this afterschool club, where
young people prepare a meal 1o
share together.

‘This is modelled after the Youth
Council's experience of running
the after-school program at Dennis
Franklin Cromarty High School,
‘where youth leaders are trained to
‘work with their peers.

The plan of action involves de-
veloping young leaders to reach
out and engage thelr peers in posi-
tive activitles.

A youth-to-youth approach Is be-
ing applied to implement recom-
‘mendations from the coroner's in-
quest into the deaths of seven First
Nations students who attended
school In the city

‘The youth-to-youth approach s
‘meant fo enhance their safety, well-
ness and achlevement.

‘The RMYC is also working with
the Ministry of Education, Lake-
head District School Board, Thun-
der Bay Catholic District School
Board and Nishnawbe Aski Nation
t0 promote Ontario’s Equity and
Inclusive Education Strategy.

‘The youth council has created a
‘working group of student repre-
‘sentatives from city high schools to
‘act as ambassadors o Improve the
‘wellbeing of students within their
schools. The group meets monthly,
and will be facllitating a workshop
called Multiculturalism in Schools
— From Different Pasts, A Com-
‘mon Future, at the 2017 Youth Em-
bracing Diversity in Education
Students Conference today.

‘We are proud that Thunder Bay
has a Children’s Charter and wel-
come Pullia’s interest in the needs
of vulnerable and atrisk youth.
Providing opportunities for mean-
ingful engagement, community-
building and supportive mentoring
improves the quality of 1ife of the
‘nextand successive generations.

— Submitted by Puuline Fogarty,
Multicultural Association of North-
western Oniario
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